
 
 

  

 

TO: WSHNA  

FROM: Washoe County Sheriff’s Office 

DATE:  March 15, 2022 

RE: Distinguished Service Award Nomination for the Washoe County Sheriff’s Office Hostage 
Negotiations Team 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

On March 16, 2021, Washoe County Sheriff’s Office Patrol Division was requested during a 
high-speed pursuit.  The information received from Nevada Highway Patrol described a subject 
who was holding a firearm and at one point shot from the moving vehicle with the intent to hit a 
NHP Trooper. The pursuit moved from the highway throughout Washoe County and crossed 
over to Carson County, then into Carson City.  The suspect vehicle a Dodge Ram was able to 
flee several times and loose law enforcement.  The risk of public safety was apparent as units 
worked together to deploy stop sticks and successfully get a positive application.  However, the 
suspect continued driving dangerously until he finally lost control and hit a power pole head on. 

 

As resources arrived the contained suspect remained in his vehicle, our Washoe County Sheriff’s 
Office Hostage Negotiations Team was requested immediately.  Our primary negotiator and 
secondary were placed in a patrol vehicle with nothing more then a PA.  The suspect sat in his 
truck with a pistol held to his head and the work began.  The full team responded, and the scene 
unfolded.  “Luna” his best friend a medium sized dog was held in the cab with him as the 
negotiator tried to create a rapport with the man in crisis.    

 

Throughout the negotiations, Detective Brian Atkinson (primary negotiator) and Deputy Burfield 
(coach) were able to de-escalated the suspect.  Topics ranged from his previous volunteer service 
with the Washoe County Sheriff’s Office, the stressors of COVID and current politics.  His 
emotions would fluctuate from screaming, to crying and then somber discussions.  The duration 
of the negotiations over three hours closed a major intersection during rush hour, placed several 
civilians in harms way, but was concluded successfully with the art of negotiations.  Upon 
conclusion the suspect surrendered and presented factors never presented to the team before.   

 

The regional and specialized units working together for a successful resolution validated the 
importance of negotiations in the culture of law enforcement.     










